
¶ In 1867 United States Secretary of 
State William H. Seward offered Russia 
7,200,000, or two cents per acre, for 
Alaska. 

¶ On October 18, 1967, Alaska officially 
became the property of the United 
States.  Many Americans called the pur-
chase òSewardõs Folly.ó 

¶ Russian whalers and fur traders on Ko-
diak Island established the first settle-
ment in Alaska in 1784.  

¶ Alaska officially became the 49th state 
on January 3, 1959.  

¶ Wonderful trip with Steven to visit colleges.  

¶ Safe trip for Rick back east.   

¶ Summer camper numbers are way up from last 
year.  

¶ Renewing health from this flu (not quite 100%)  

¶ For  Ricky  at Cornerstone University as he fin-
ishes his junior year.  

¶ For Steven as he finishes his senior year and 
looks to Godõs plans for his future. 

¶ For God to provide a COO at Victory to help 
Rick. 

¶ For 3 cooks, wrangler, summer counselors, wran-
glers, and other summer ministry needs.  

¶ Wisdom in the everyday ñconversations, con-
tacts, decisions, time management.  

¶ Fast incoming support for potential full -time 
staff.  It is hard to wait.  

¶ Transition for new incoming staff members, 
Andy & Christie Dougherty arriving in April  

*If you have any questions or just 

want to drop us a note*  
 

64741 S. Victory Road  

Sutton, AK 99674 -8205  

907 -745 -0486  

rickc@victorymin.org  

carolcornfield@yahoo.com  
If you would like this prayer letter sent to you 

by e - mail, please e - mail us and let us know.  

Cornfieldôs 

Northern 

March 2008 

LightPost 

Praises 

Requests 

Alaska Facts & Trivia 



Dear Friends,  

 

The silence of an Alaskan snowfall is deafening!  Even 

a sighting impaired person would know a new snow is 

falling in this tundra frontier of the North.  Walk out-

side (as anywhere when it snows) and listen; the snow 

acts as an insulator for sound.  The world is quieter 

and more at peace, so it seems.  This is not a new phe-

nomenon.  What is different is the addition of the 

deafening roar of snow machines (our lingo has 

adapted to that of the Alaskans!) in that new snowfall!  

The people of the North love it.  They play in it.  They 

need it (to keep pipes from freezing).  They pray for 

it!  They snowboard, snow machine, ice skate, play 

hockey, go tubing, sledding, ice fishing, cross -country 

skiing, and yesécamp outside for the hardy among us!  

Snow brings variety, exercise, and fun!  You want to 

know the best brand of Yamaha to buy? Ask an Alas-

kan!  You think you know how to fix a Yamaha?  Never 

as well as an Alaskan!  Everyone seems to be an ad-

junct mechanic, able to care for his own fast -running 

engine.  The silence is diametrically opposed to the ear

-piercing rev of engines cutting through the beauty we 

have grown to love.  Winter is all about opposites.  So 

it is with the ministry.  

Camp takes a life of its own in the summer.  Wives 

become widows; family becomes staff; work teams 

become friends.  Winter is our off -season.  We get 

reacquainted with each other on staff and community 

(hopefully), and  plans are all geared for the coming of 

the campers!  Part of those plans for Rick include re-

cruiting trips to churches and colleges.  This past 

month found him at our home base churches in Read-

ing, PA, and Corning, NY, presenting the ministry and 

(the great part) connecting with family and friends.  

He visited with past staff members in Virginia and 

connected with Michiganders along the way.  These 

people form a base for us in prayer and emotional/

financial support.  We would not be here without 

them, and we are so thankful for them / you.  Former 

summer staff attend some of the colleges he visitedé

Philadelphia Biblical University, Liberty University, and 

Wheaton College.  He got some very positive re-

sponses, and our prayer is that God would bring on 

staff only those He desires to have here.  It is always 

a hair -raising time, hoping and praying in the desired 

number of counselors and summer staff personnel.  

Forgive us if you have heard this before, but we are 

urgently in need of wranglers, counselors and summer 

cooks for both Victory Bible Camps and Li -Wa in Fair-

banks.  Please keep the need in prayer as we have at-

tempted to put out feelers anywhere and everywhere 

we can think of (especially for cooks & wranglers).  

Maybe you know of someone (or maybe YOU!) who 

could fill these vital, demanding positions.   We look to 

you, our support base, to pray these workers in with 

us.  Thank you ahead of time.  

 

Steven joined Rick ten days into the trip in Tennessee 

to spend the last part of the trip investigating college 

choices.  His choices?  Visible School (college of music 

& worship) in Lakeland, Tennessee, and Compass Film 

Academy (one-year Christian film degree where Ricky 

takes some classes).  Oh, did you catch that RICKY 

went to Compass???  How convenient it was to stop 

for the weekend to see him!  Any chance we get!  

Sometimes Michigan seems so very far away (hello!!!) ð 

itõs good to get a chance to see him when we can.  We 

are now in the application process to see where God 

leads.  Steven feels definitely lead to Visible to pur-

sue his God-given love of music.  We are praying about 

his acceptance there.  In the midst of their time in 

Tennessee, they were right in the path of the torna-

does that made national news that week and killed 

about 50+ people.  As a matter of fact, the town that 

was hit hardest was one they chose NOT to use as a 

stay -over to try to get ahead of the storm!  They 

ended up in the motel in Nashville with no power and 

were called down to the lobby until the area was de-

clared òsafe.ó  They say bonding is strengthened 

through difficulties.  Point taken!  They wonõt forget 

their òbondingó experience for quite a while. 

 

Thank you for praying us through the situations of our 

lives.  We feel it and are blessed.  Please pray for re-

newed health (Rick caught the nationwide influenza 

from the plane) and a strengthening of our devotion 

and prayer times.  Pray that God would make himself 

real to our boys and that we would all see our sin as 

God does, enabling us to re-

alize the degree of His love 

for us.  We feel honored to 

be able to shareéand to call 

each of you friends.  Thank 

you for that.  
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